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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all obviousness 
rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1-4 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Noschese in view of 
Fusselman et al. 

Noschese (US 5,389,006) discloses an electrical connector comprising: 

an insulative housing consisting of a first housing member (28) defining a plurality of depressed molding 
areas (40) and a second housing member (32) 

, the tirst housing member having a plurality of passageways (38) and a pair of mating posts (between 34 
and 42 in Fig. 2), on respective opposite sides of the plurality of passageways, adapted for insertion into 
corresponding receiving channels (71) of a complementary plug connector, the first housing member 
further having a pair of reinforcing posts (36) extending in the same direction as the mating posts and 
extending a further distance than the mating posts, 

the reinforcing posts being adapted for insertion into corresponding receiving holes of an insulative 
housing of the complementary plug cormector; and 

a plurality of terminals having contact portions received in the first housing member and integral tail 
portions embedded in the second housing member. 

Noschese does not disclose that the second housing member being formed by injecting molding . 
Fusselman et al (US 6,200,171) disclose that the second housing member (26) being formed by injecting 
molding. 
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Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was 
made to provide the second housing member being formed by injecting molding, as taught by Fusselman 
et al to manufacture it easier and less expensive. (Fudsselman et al, col. 1, lines 20-22). 
With regard to claim 2, Noschese when modified by Fusselman et al discloses (Fusselman et al) that the 
first col. 3, lines 2-5) and second (col. 4, Iines10-11) housing members are made of different electrically 
insulating materials. 

With regard to claim 3, Noschese when modified by Fusselman et al discloses (Noschese) that 
that reinforcing posts are of the same size. 

With regard to claim 4, Noschese when modified by Fusselman et al discloses (Noschese) that the 
terminals comprise a first set of power/ground terminals (with wires 22a) and a second set of 
signal/ground terminals (connected to wires 22b) electrically insulated from each other. 

Claims 5-8, 11 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Wagner in view of 
Kinoshita et al. 

With regard to claims 5 and 8, Wagner (US 6,402,552) discloses an electrical cable connector assembly 
comprising: 

a receptacle connector (10) comprising an insulative housing and a plurality of terminals (22) received in 
the insulative housing, the insulative housing consisting of a first housing member (26, 38) defining a 
plurality of depressed molding areas and a second housing member (40) being formed by injecting 
different molding materials into the depressed molding areas, the first housing member having a plurality 
of passageways defined therethrough and the terminals including contact portions received in 
corresponding passageways of the first housing member and tail portions embedded in the second 
housing member; 

a plug connector (col. 4, lines 56-59); and 

a cable (12) having conductors terminated to corresponding tail portions of the terminals of the receptacle 
connector and corresponding terminals of the plug connectors at opposite ends thereof. 
Wagner does not disclose a pair of side posts spaced from the passageways 
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Kinoshita et al (US 5830,001) discloses a pair of side posts (attached to sides of 32) spaced from the 
passageways, 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was 
made to provide Wagner with a pair of side posts , as taught by Kinoshita et al , to guide the connector 
assembly components. 

With regard to claim 6, Wagner when modified by Kinoshita et al discloses (Kinoshita et al) that 

the terminals of the receptacle connector include a first set of power/ground terminals and a second set of 

signal/ground terminals electrically insulated from each other. 

With regard to claim 7, Wagner when modified by Kinoshita et al discloses (Wagner) that 

the receptacle connector, the plug connector and the cable are constructed according to the Serial ATA 

standard (col. 4, lines 59-61). 

With regard to claim 1 1 , Wagner when modified by Kinoshita et al discloses (Wagner) that the second 
housing formed in the depressed molding areas (formed in spaces between 26 and 38) is structurally 
interlocked with the first housing and cooperates with the first housing to correspondingly form and share 
a smooth coplanar exterior surface (Fig. 4) on each corresponding side of the combined first and second 
housing. 

Claims 5,8-10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Wagner in view of 
Hwang. 

With regard to claims 5 and 8, Wagner (US 6,402,552) discloses an electrical cable connector assembly 
comprising: 

a receptacle connector (10) comprising an insulative housing and a plurality of terminals (22) received in 
the insulative housing, the insulative housing consisting of a first housing member (26, 38) defining a 
plurality of depressed molding areas and a second housing member (40) being formed by injecting 
different molding materials into the depressed molding areas, the first housing member having a plurality 
of passageways defined therethrough and the terminals including contact portions received in 
corresponding passageways of the first housing member arid tail portions embedded in the second 
housing member; 
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a plug connector (col. 4, lines 56-59); and 

a cable (12) having cond uctors terminated to corresponding tail portions of the terminals of the receptacle 

connector and corresponding terminals of the plug connectors at opposite ends thereof. 

Wagner does not disclose a pair of side posts spaced from the passageways 

Hwang (US 6,315,606) discloses a pair of side posts (29) spaced from the passageways, 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was 

made to provide Wagner with a pair of side posts , as taught by Hwang , to guide the connector assembly 

components. 

With regard to claims 9 and 1 0, Wagner when modified by Hwang discloses (Hwang) a pair of mating 
posts (28)on opposite sides of the passageways, and the insulative housing of the plug connector further 
defines a pair of receiving channels on opposite sides of the blade portion for 
receiving the mating posts. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner should 
be directed to Alexander D Gilman whose telephone number is 571 272-2004. The examiner can 
normally be reached on Monday-Friday, 1 0:30 a.m. - 8:00 p.m. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, 
Paula A. Bradley can be reached on 571 272-2800 ext. 33. The fax phone number for the organization 
where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent Application 
Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications may be obtained from 
either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) 
at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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